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VINI D IC ATED: 


From the abuſe vt 2 


5 18 H 


« Lindy Publiſhed under 4 


15 Lonbsnürs Name. 


M i Poe il Effects of an rg 
reſtrained Liberty of the Preſs, I take 
it to be none of the leaſt, that the 


Printers by this means have it in their Power, 


ro print whar Speeches they pleaſe, under 


whatſoever the molt venerable Names. Inſo- 


much that not only inferior Writers, but even 

thoſe of the Epiſcopal Order, cannot eſcape 
the prefixing their Names to Speeches every 
A 2 | "oy 


1 
A 


way unworthy of their ſacred Character, and 

which one would not willingly believe could 
come from any in that high Station. How 
groſly wy Lord Biſhop of Sarum has from 
time to time been "Expoſed in this reſpe&, 
has been endeayoured to be ſhewn more than 

once, and may be again in due time. 


But my preſent Buſineſs is in relation to 
another like wortby. and primitive Prelate, 
the Loid © Biſhop” of Ovon; under whoſe 
Name is lately publiſhed a Paper, entitu- 
led, The:Brſbop f Oxrorp's Speech in the 
Housꝝ or Logns, on tbe Firft Article of 
the Impeachment of Henry Sacheverell, D. P. 
But that it was ſpoken by his Lordſhip, as 
is pretended, at leaſt as here publiſhed, 'credar 
Fudews Apella, The Inconſiſtencies in it are 
x00 viſible for any who has a true Reverence 
for his Lord(hip's Name or Character, to ſup- 
pole they could proceed from his Lordſhip as 
Lo," cr Tos 


And to make good this Aﬀertion © T'ſhall 
inſiſt only upon two particular Paragraphs, 
ſo very ill agreeing with each other; that it 
is not eaſie to conceive how they could both 

drop, from his Lordſhip's Mourh ; but eſpe- 
clally. that after ſome Months: Conſideration 
he could think fit to ſend them both roge- 
_ ther to the Preſs, His Lordſhip, was indeed 

thought ſeveral Years. fince, at his going 
10 Worcefler, to have been. too inconfiderats 
in the Choice of the. hilt Text he preached 


pen 


* 


wy 


upon in that Cathedral; vis, Habak. 1. 13. 
Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, 
and canſt not look on imiquity : wherefore 


_ lookeft thou then upon them that deal trea- 


cberouſly, and boldeft thy tongue when "the 


wicked devoureth the man that 7s more righ- 


teous than he? And ſome of his Auditors 
were not a little ſurpriſed at the hearing of 


it, and could not forbear refleQing upon the 


Caſe of his truly Learned and Reverend Pre- 
deceſſor in that Station. But it is hard how- 
ever to imagine, that his Lordſhip ſhould ſo 


ſtrangely forget himſelf ar this time, as he is 


made to do' in this Speech. In the Begin- 


ning whereof he juſtly condetans the Unfair- 


neſs of thoſe (who like the Author of the 


late malicious and ſcandalous Catechiſm, ) 
catch at bits and ſcraps of Authors, where- 


by to put a falſe Gloſs upon their Doctrines; 
and yet not long after is made to quote Biſhop 


Bilſon, with all the Unfairneſs that is before 


ſo juſtly condemned. Which is ſuch a Self. 
contradiction, as one of a far lower Station 
would be e A: to be found 


5 guilty of. 


The Speech led) b. "M ins ahh * ay 
* Lords, ſome of this Bench are neceſſarily 
* called up, by Words which fell from the 


Noble Lord who ſpake third in this De. 


© bate, who was ples ed to mention, among 
' other ſtrange things, Biſhops voting con- 

« trary to their Doctrines. The Opinions of 
1. ' ſeveral of the Reverend Prelates have been 
A 3 read 


/ * 


RR 
* read before your Lordſhips in Weſtminſter 


* Hall: They were firſt quoted by the Coun- 
ce cil for the Defendamt, and by their Order 
« read in ſuch partial and unfair manner, 
« that tif I may be allowed to uſe any other 
Author . after the ſame: way, 10 take a na- 
ned Propoſition out of bis Book,. and not 
confider the Coherence or | Dependence. of 
* the Words, and bow it may be explained 
or limited in other places; To READ jus 
* 80 FAR AS. MAY sERVE MY PURPOSE , 
* AND STOP ' WHEN | ANY THING FOL. 

'LOWS THAT MAY SET. THE MATTER IN 
„ 4 zvsT Liehr. I dare undertake to make 

any Aut bor 2 on tohich. ever ſide of the 

© Queſtion I pleaſe. 


No after this ſo plain a Condemnation 
of ſuch partial Proceeding, is it poſſible to 
conceive, that a Perſon of far leſs Conſidera- 
tion than my Lord Biſhop of Oxon, could, 
in the Compaſs of a few. Pages, ſo entire- 
ly forget himſelf, as to fall into che ſame 
Fault he here condemns? How worthy of 
Blame in this reſpe& any of the Doctor's 
Council might be, I will not pretend to ſay, 
not having yet ſeen their Pleadings. Bur 
thus much I am ſure of, that whether they 
were guilty of the Abuſe thus charged upon 
them, or not, I never ſaw a Writer in my 
whole Life chargeable with it, if this Speech - 
maker be nor ſo to a great degree; as every 
one will find who oil but calt his Eye up- 
on the 8 Page of his Speech, and will 
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moteover be at the pains of looking into 
the Book whence the Paſlage there referred to 
is taken. R 8 


The Book is Biſhop Bilſorfs , and as him- 
ſelf | there declares, is entituled, The trut 


Difference between Chriſtian Subjection, and 


Unchriftian Rebellion. It is written, as he 
proceeds, by way of Dialogue, between a 


Chriſtian whom tHe Author calls Theophilus, 


and a Feſwit whom he calls Philander. And 


his Quotation out of it is this. Theophilus 


the Chriſtian ſays, © 1 bufie not my ſelf in 


* other Mens Commontobalths, as you (the 
* -Feſuits) do, neither will J raſbly pro. 
* nounce all that reſiſt to be Rebels: Caſes 
* may fall out even in Chriſtian Kingdoms, 
where the People may plead thert Right 


{9 


* againſt their Prince, and not be charged 
© with Rebellion. Philander the Jeſuit asks, 


te 


As: toben for Example? Theophilus the 


Chriſtian replies thus, If 4 Prince ſbal! 
go about to ſubjeft his Kingdom to a Fo- 
* reign Realm, or change the Form of the 


* Commonwealth from Impery to Tyranny, 
* or negleft the Laws eſtabliſhed, by the 
« common Conſent of Prince and People, to 
„execute bis own Pleaſure; in theſe and 
* other Caſes which might be named, if the 


Nobles and Commons join together to de- 
fend their ancient and accuſtomed Liberties, 


* Regiment, and Laws, they may not well be 


*® accounted Rebels, 
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lere the Speech-maker ſeems to have got 
Biſhop Bi//on clearly on his fide, in the Caſe 
of Reſiſtance upon urgent - Occaſions ; and 
hereupon he triumphs, and tells us, The: 
« Book- is ſaid in the Title Page to baue 
« been peruſed and allomed by publick Au- 
i thoruty; that it woas written by a great 
Man, Dy. Bilſon, then Warden of Win- 
<* cheſter College; war printed at Oxford by 
« the Univerſiy Printer, and dedicated 10 
Queen Elizabeth, and the Author was af- 
<« zerwards.made Biſhop. of Wincheſter. But 
then I muſt add, that he had taken care to 
recite. all that was for his purpoſe, and both 
to begin and end in his proper place. For 
had he proceeded one ſtep farther, or had he 
looked but a few Lines. backward, he had 
ſpoiled all. For the very next Paragraphs , 
both the preceding and the following, de- 
clate that Reſiſtance the Biſhop is here ſo 
favourable to, to be ſuch, only as the Laws 
of the Land allow of; and conſequently 
that where the. Laws forbid all Reſiſtance, 
as our Laws do, there he has nothing to 
ſay for it. This the Speech · maker eicher 
knew, or he did not know it. It he did 
not know eit, it er enen enough 
done, and with ſufficient Diſreſpec to the 
Biſhop. of Oxford, to repreſent his Lordſhip 
as ignorant as himſelf, If he did know it, it 
was yet far worſe to run upon the very 
Fault with which he had taxed Doctor Sa- 
cheuerell's Council, and which he had ſo ſe- 
„ verely 


verely cenſured in the very Entrance of his 


Speech, 
* a.” 


The Words immediately following in Bi- 
| ſhop Bilſon are theſe {in the third part of 
his Chriſtian Subjection. p. 520.] © Phil. ox. 
© denied that even now, when I did urge 
it. Theoph. I denied thar Biſhops had 
Authority to preſcribe Conditions to Kings, 
e when they crowned them; but I never de- 
* nied that the wh might preſerve the. 
Foundation, Freedom, and Form of their 
* Commonwealth, which they forepriſed when 
* they firſt conſented to have a King. Phil. I 
« remember you were reſolute that Subjefts 
* might not reſiſt their Princes for any re- 
e ſpets, but now you flake. Theoph. As [ 
9 Hed then, ſo I ſay now, the Law of God 
% gtveth no Man leave to reſiſt his Prince 
* but I never ſaid that Kingdoms and Com- 
* monwealths might not proportion their States, 
* as they thought beſt by their publick Laws, 
e which, afterwards the Princes themſelves 
e may. not violate, By Superior Powers or- 
« dained of God, we underſtand not only 
«® Princes, but all Polttick States and Re- 
* giments, ſomewhere the People, ſomewhere 
* the Nobles, having the ſame Intereſt 19 
« the Sword that Princes have in their King- 
% doms : and in Kingdoms, where Princes. 
« bear Rule, by the Sword we do not mean 
« the Prince's private Will againſt his Laos; 
but his Precept derived from his Laws, 
aud agreeing with bis Laws: which, though 
"2 50h It 


* 


(10) 


& i be wicked „ yet may it not be feſiſted of 
* any Subjelt with armed Violence. Mary, 
> we Princes offer their Subject: not Fu. 
« ftice but Force, and deſpiſe all Laws to 
& practiſe their Luſts ; not every, nor any 
« private Man may take the Sword to redreſs 
„ the Prince: but if the Laws of the Land 
© appoint the N oblei as next to the Ring, to 
<« affſt him in doing Right, and wit hold bim 
'Y a doing Wrong, then be they e's by 
« Man's Law, ſo not prohibited by God's, to 
& interpoſe themſelves for the Safeguard of 
« Equity, and Innocency; and by all lawful 
& and needful means to procure the Prince 
to be reformed ; BUT IN No CASE DE- 
* PRIVED WHERE THE SCEPTER Is INHE- | 


: 


r eee ee 

Theſe are the Words immediately follow- 
ing thoſe quoted in the Speech. And to the 
ſame purpoſe are thoſe immediately forego- 
ing. For my part, ſays Theophilis, I muſt 
© confeſs, that except the Laws of theſe 
& Realms do permit the People to land on 
* zheir Right, if the Prince would offer that 
* Wrong, I dare not allow their Arms. 
Phil, What their Laws permit J know not, 
© Iam ſure in the nean time they reſiſt. 
6 Theoph,. Ard we, becauſe we do not ex. 
e ally know what their Laws. permit, ſee 
* no reaſon to condemn their Doings, with- 
* gut bearing their Anſwer. Phil. Think 
“ you. their Laws permit them to rebel? 
« Thzoph. I bie not my ſelf, &c. No- 
* e thing 


TG 


thing can be more plain than that the Bi- 


ſhop here lays the whole Streſs of his Opi- 
nion upon the Laws of the Land. Where 
the Laws have not made Proviſion for Re- 
ſiſtance in caſe of imminent Danger from 
the Prince's Male-Adminiſtration, he allows 
of no Reſiſting him; and in an Hereditary 
Kingdom upon no account admits of De- 
poſing him. Which is ſo diametrically op- 


polite to the Speech-maker's Deſign, that 


every one may ſee he had ſufficient reaſon to 
confine. himſelf to the Words cited by him, 
and not to take the leaſt notice, either of 


thoſe that went immediately before, or that 


immediately followed after. But how ſhame- 
fully then does he condemn himſelf, when 


he condemns thoſe who tate a naked Propo- 


ſitian out of a Book, without conſidering. the 
Coherence or Dependence of the Words, and how 
it may be explained or limited in other places, 
(I add. even in the very ſame place) reading 
Juſt ſo far as may ſerve their purpoſe, and 
Hopping .when any thing fallows that may ſet 
the. matter in à juſt Light * And what a high 
Indignity is it to my Lord of Oxford to 


have ſuch a piece of Arrifice, ſo foul a Pre- 


varication fixed upon his Lordſhip? As if his 
Lordſhip could poſſibly be guilty of ſuch no- 
torious Inſincerity, as would make an Author 
ſpeak of which-ever ſide of the Queſtion be 


This is fo palpably groſs and abuſive, that 
the Author mult undeniably have left himſelf 
„ F 


* 


— — 


without Excuſe. Nor can he have any thing 
to plead for himſelf, unleſs it ſhall appear 
that our Laws are for Reſiſtance. And there · 
fore that it may be ſnewn, whether they are, 
ot no, 1 ſhall only recite two or three parti; 


cular Paſſages out of them, and then leave 


the Reader to judge whether the Uſage of this 
Biſhop be not ſuch as loudly called for a ſpeedy 


In the Statute of Treaſons, 25 Ed. 3. c. 2. 
Not only Cmpaſing or Imagining' the Death 
the King is declared to he Treaſon; but 
a Man does levy Mar againſt our 


Low the King in his Realm, oz be an 
* herent to the King's Enemtes in his 
Realnt, giving them Aid and Comfort 


The Akt of Attainder of O/. Cromwell, and 


givers others, 12 Car. 2. c. 30. declares, 


That by the undoubted and fundamental 


Laws of this King dom, neither the Peers 
of this Realm, no2 the Commons, no? 
both together, in Parliament; o2 out of 
Parſtament, no2 the People collectively 


no2 repeeſentatively, no2 any other Per- | 


ſons whatloever, ever han, have, hath , 
M dught to have any coercive Power 


over the Perſons of the Kings of this 


Realm. 

And again, in the Act for lettling the Mj- 

litia, 13 Car. 2. c. 6. are theſe Words, Foal: 
oe 1 eatR much 


/ 
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£133 - 
much as within all his Majeſty's Realms 
d Dominions, the ſole ſupzeme Ho- 
ernment, Command > and Ottpoſitton 
of the Militia, and of all Foxces by Sea 


and Land, and of all Fozts and Places of 
Strength is, and by the Laws of England , 
ever was, the undoubted Right of his 

0 


Majeſty and his Royal Pꝛedeceſſoꝛs Kings 
n Queens of England; and that both, 
N either of the. Houſes of Parliament 


- cannot, noꝛ ought to pretend to the ſame; 


n0o2 can, no2 lawfully may raiſe o2 levy 
any. War Dffenſive o2 Octenſive [I would 
Defenſive agen his Bajetly hi ber, 
 £grenuve S Maeſtp, his Heir 
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This is the undoubted Doctrine of our Sta- 
tute Book; not to inſiſt upon what our Com- 
mon Law teaches likewiſe to the ſame effect. 
And after this, if this doughty Speech- maker, 
with all the Aſſiſtance he can get, ſhall ever 
be able to prove that our Laws ate for Reſi- 
ſtance, I will own that Biſhop Bz/on was for 
it too; that my Lord Biſhop of Oxon might 


be the Author ot this Speech, and that I have 


wrongtully ſuſpected ihe Printer to be the 


Forger of it. But then no lefs, on the contrary, 


if theſe Laws allow of no manner of Refi: 
ſtance, not ſo much as a Defenſive War, in 
caſe of an Invaſion of the People's Rights, if 
they are ſo far from impowering any (as Bi- 


ſhop Biſon ſuppoſes ſome other Laws to 


have done in the Caſe by him put) to coerce 


the 
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clare againſt it, then muſt the 
that Biſhop. be owned to be produced in flat 
Contradiction to the firſt Paragraph of the 
Speech; as I undertook to ſhew, and I hope 
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the King (ot Queen) that they eh de: 
itation from 


have effectually done it. 
There © are: ſeveral other Paſſages in this 


Speech that juſtly deſerve to be animadverted 


upon; as for inſtance, that 7he Scriptures do 
nor tell us how far we muſt obey and be ſub- 
jell, p. 4. though rhey do ſay we may nor re. 
fiſt upon penalty of Damnation; the Caſe 
of a Child's putting by bis Father's' Paſs and 
diſarming him, p. 5. which by no means comes 
up to that of Depoſing a Prince, and thereby 
nox only diſarming him, but diveſting him of 
of all he has; the Sovereign Power of Par- 
liaments, ibid. which is underſtood excluſive 
of the King (or Queen) is by no means recon- 


Cileable to our Conffitytion and Laws; the 
Caſes relating. to Queen Elizabeth, King 
James I. and King Charles J. p26, J. whic 
have been confidered, and had their Anfwer 
many Years fince; that weak Argument (if it 
may be called one) p. 9. that if it be unlamſu 
70 refift in any caſe whatſoever, there is no Di. 
ftinion of Governments, that is, of Abſolute 
and Limited, or at leaſt it is only a nominal not 
"areal Difference; whereas any one that enquires 
inta the Exgliſb Laws willeafily ſee the contrary; 
the wrong turn given to the preaching up the 
Doctrine of Non-Refiſtance at this time, P. 11. 
there being no fitter time for doing this, than 


when 
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ox my ſelf any farther trouble at preſent. 


cr CF. 
when ſo many Endeavours are uſed to diſcoun - 
tenance and preach it down; that moſt unac- 
countable Schiſm mentioned, p. 13. and char- 


ged where it does not lie; and laſtly, that 


preaching the truly Chriſtian Doctrine of Non- 


eſiſtance, is praiſing in State-matters, p.16. 


Which would make our Saviour and his Apo- 


files, and the Primitive Chriſtians and Fathers 
of the Church, as well as the generality of 
our own molt celebrated Divines, Pradliſers in 


State. Matters, no leſs than Dr. Sacheverell. 


All theſe Paſſages, I ſay, and perhaps ſome 
more, would deſerve to be particularly conſi- 
dered, in order to his Lordſhip's farther Vin- 
dication; and poſhbly may ſome other time. 
But Iam not willing to give either the Reader 
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